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Genesis Ch. 14 
 
V: 1-2  4 bad kings from the Chaldees attack 5 bad kings from the Jordan Valley. 
 
 1st mention of “war”. 
 
V: 3-9  They all came to battle near the shore of what is today the dead sea. 
 

 They served or were under tribute to Chedorlaomer for 12 years and rebelled in 
the 13th year. (1st mention of “13”) 

 
 Different numbers in the Bible often represent different things:  3 = trinity, 5 = 

grace, 6 = man, 7 = completion, 8 = new beginning, 9 = Melchizedek, 10 = law. 
 

 12 is considered the number of submission in the Bible, and 13 is the number of 
rebellion, the number of Satan.  

 
 13 steps to gallows, 13 turns of the rope on a noose.  40 lashes minus 1 = 39, or 

3 X 13. 
 
 
V: 10-11 JD Rockefeller was reading this portion of scripture when he realized that 
 according to the Bible “there’s oil in them hills” – he later established Standard 
 Oil Co. and became rich. – Reading the word of God is profitable in many ways… 
 

 The kings led by Chedorlaomer from the Chaldees are victorious, Sodom & 
Gomorrah along with the other kings and cities are overthrown and plundered. 

 
 They were a powerful military force to be reckoned with. 

 
 
V: 12 “They also took Lot” – no seeming distinction between Lot and all the rest of the 
 stuff or people. 
 
 
V: 13 Abram – “the Hebrew”.  1st mention of this term. 
 
“For he dwelt by the terebinth tree of Mamre…” 
 

 Fruit in Abram’s life, hard lessons learned from his Egypt experience. 
 

 Famine is serious, but war; being caught between two sides in a war – that is 
dangerous ground. 

 
 We see Abram un-moved, still dwelling in that place between “richness” & 

“communion”. 
 
Psalm 91 turn to: 
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 Psalm 62:6 “He only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not  
  be moved.” 

 Trusting in the Lord, not going anywhere – kind of just watching the fireworks 
 

 Then Abram heard that they took Lot and his family. 
 
 
V: 14 Abram immediately goes into action, he knows what to do. 
 
 Psalm 37:23  “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He  
  delights in his way.” 
 
 Proverbs 3:5-6 “5Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not upon your 
  own understanding, 6in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall  
  direct your paths.” 
 

 Seemingly without hesitation Abram arms his “318 trained” servants, meaning 
that Abram has other servants, but these are “trained” for or skilled at combat. 

 
 This also speaks to Abram’s great wealth, God has blessed him indeed. 

 
 Without batting an eye Abram risks everything to save his nephew Lot. 

 
 2 Peter 2:7-8  “7And delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the  
  filthy conduct of the wicked 8 (for that righteous man, dwelling among  
  them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing  
  their lawless deeds).” 
 

 Having God’s promise of protection gave Abram boldness. 
 
 Romans 8:31 “…if God is for us, who can be against us?” 
 

 Abram knows that God has promised to make him a great nation, to make his 
descendants as the “dust of the earth” – which hasn’t happened yet, he knows 
that God’s word is true – so he’s just going to go for it! 

 
 “We are invincible until the day the Lord calls us home, then we’re toast.” 
 

 Abram is determined, he pursues Chedorlaomer all the way to Dan; 120 miles to 
the North of Israel, then Damascus is another 60 miles. 

 
V: 15 Abram the tactician – we haven’t seen any indication that Abram was a military 
 man – where does he get the wisdom, and the plan of attack? 
 
 Exodus 15:6  “Your right hand, O Lord, has become glorious in power;  
  Your right hand, O Lord, has dashed the enemy in pieces.” 
 

 Abram catches up to Chedorlaomer north of Damascus – long trip. 
 Divides his forces, and attacks at night 
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V: 16-17 God gives Abram the victory, Abram brings back all the people and the  
 goods.  God delivered Abram against huge odds. 
 

 The kings who had initially been attacked, must have fled from the battle – now 
they come out to greet Abram. 

 Notice they don’t show up until after Chedorlaomer is defeated – useless! 
 
 
V: 18 “Melchizedek” = righteousness, king of “Salem” = peace (1st mention) 
 

 Known as the priest of God Most High 
 

 Brings out bread & wine – communion elements pointing to Jesus. 
 

 We partake of these things in remembrance of Jesus, Abram was a partaker of 
these things in anticipation of Jesus. 

 
 Just like being between “Bethel” the house of God, and “Ai” – the heap / dump – 

Abram again has to make a choice. 
 

 Abram wisely chooses “Righteousness & Peace”.  Again, lesson learned from 
Egypt. 

 
 
V: 19-20 Melchizedek blesses Abram of “God Most High”, who delivered the 
 enemy. 
 

 Abram then gives Melchizedek a tithe / 10th of “all” / the loot. (1st mention of tithe) 
 
Melchizedek is an interesting person: 
 
 Psalm 76:2 “In Salem also is His tabernacle, and His dwelling place in Zion.” 
  
 Psalm 85:10  “Mercy and truth have met together, righteousness and  
  peace kiss each other.” 
 

 1st priest mentioned in the Bible. 
 

 There is no description of his genealogy – He has no beginning. 
 There is no description of his history or end – He has no end. 
 He only has a legacy of service & worship of the Most High God. 

 
 Very much like the ministry of Jesus as described in John 1:1 that has no 

beginning and no end – eternal. 
 
 Psalm 110:4 Speaking of the Messiah / Jesus the psalmist declares - 1,000 years later: 

 Psalm 110:4  “The Lord has sworn and will not relent, You are a priest  
  forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
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 The writer of Hebrews refers to Melchizedek 9X’s: 
  Hebrews 5:6, 20, 6:20, 7:1,10, 11, 15, 17, 21. 
(V: 19-20 cont.) 
Turn to: 
 Hebrews 7:1-10  
 

 Thus far there are only two priests of the order of Melchizedek, and they may 
very well be the same. 

 Jesus speaks about Abraham: 

 John 8:56-58 “56Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw  
  it as was glad.  57Then the Jews said to Him, You are not yet fifty years  
  old, and have You seen Abraham?  58Jesus said to them, Most assuredly,  
  I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.” 
 

 Abraham recognized Melchizedek as representing God who called him to 
Canaan by giving Him his tithes. 

 
 Melchizedek assumed / acknowledged His superiority not only in receiving those 

tithes, but by pronouncing a blessing upon Abram. 
 
 Hebrews 7:7 “Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better.” 
 

 Melchizedek invokes the name of “God Most High” – “El-Elyon” – stressing the 
absolute superiority of the true and living God as opposed to the multitude of 
idols and pagan gods.  “Possessor of heaven and earth” – the Creator. 

 
 Jesus is our great High Priest – not from the Levites, or the sons of Aaron – but 

in the order of Melchizedek. 
 
 Hebrews 7:11-22 - read 
 
 Hebrews 7:26 “For such a high priest was fitting for us, who is holy,   
  harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than  
  the heavens.” 
 

 No man living could meet these requirements except Jesus – no one qualifies for 
the Priestly order of Melchizedek except Jesus Himself. 

 Only One so described could meet our need for a Savior, to atone for our sin. 
 
 Zechariah 6:12-13 speaks of the 2nd coming, King, Priest, throne – Jesus is only recognized  
   as a Priest in the order of Melchizedek. 
 

 This appearance of Melchizedek to Abram is actually a “Theophony” – a pre-
incarnate appearance of Jesus.  (2nd / first was in Genesis 12:7). 

 
 

 Melchizedek’s name means “righteousness” – Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 
1:30 that Jesus is our righteousness. 
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 1 Corinthians 1:30  “But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for  
  us wisdom from God – and righteousness and sanctification and   
  redemption.” 
 

 “Salem” means peace, Melchizedek is the “King of Salem”, Isaiah 9:6 describes 
Jesus as the “Prince of Peace” 

 
 Isaiah 9:6 “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the   
  government will be upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called  
  Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
 

 Melchizedek had no beginning and no end. 
 
Jesus said: 

Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.” 
 
 
V: 21 The king of Sodom wanted the people / “souls”, cared nothing for the riches.  
 Satan is the same way, one is just a means of getting the other. 
 
 
V: 22-24 Abram is still benefitting from his lesson in Egypt – focused on what is 
 important.  He is not a slave to his riches. 
 

 Abram is more concerned about his testimony in this world, than the riches of this 
world: 

 
 Abram’s faith was in God, he would not let another be able to say that the king of 

Sodom made him rich.  The others can have their share, but I’ll take nothing. 
 

 It’s not just about the blessings that God pours out in our lives – it’s about the 
glory.  God gets all the glory! 

 
 Isaiah 42:8 “I am the Lord, that is My name; and My glory I will not give to  
  another.” 
 
 

 What gave Abram the faith / strength to resist this temptation? 
1. Communion – looking to Jesus 
2. Tithe – focused on giving, worshipping, not just stuff, but his heart. 
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